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In this connection attention should be called to the fact that in the cases 
cited by the author the rainfall of August and September is fully up to the 
average for the sixteen years quoted, and that these are the critical months 
which determine what the yield of the potato crop shall be ; hence it is pos- 
sible that the results obtained were due quite as much to the rainfall of the 
two months cited as to the frequent inter-tillage which the crop received, and 
which is looked upon as the chief factor in securing the large yield. These 
suggestions are made not in the spirit of adverse criticism, but simply to call 
attention to the manner in which this and all similar books should be read. — 
F. H. King. 

The Illustrated Flora. 2 

That the second volume of this important work should follow after the 
first at an interval of less than a year is a matter of surprise to many familiar 
with the usual delays in the preparation of such extensive works. To those 
who know Dr. Britton, however, this evidence of rapid and continuous work 
is no great surprise. The families treated in the present volume are of more 
general interest than those presented in the first, and give a better exemplifi- 
cation of the principles controlling the work. These principles need no fur- 
ther mention than that made in our review of the first volume. The sequence 
of families, that of Engler, certainly commends itself still more as a rational 
one when applied to our own familiar groups, and there should be no hesita- 
tion in using it. The general principles of the nomenclature adopted have 
already received the sanction of the Gazette. From our standpoint, how- 
ever, the most serious changes in the nomenclature of the book arise not from 
the application of certain rules of nomenclature, but from the extreme views 
as to generic limitations. We are willing to grant that we have been entirely 
too conservative in holding together very distinct groups of species under a 
single genus, and this movement toward the breaking up of our polymorphic 
genera commends itself to our judgment. Such breaking up, however, may 
be carried to such an extreme that a genus will entrench too closely upon our 
conception of a species. We still believe that there is room for such a taxo- 
nomic group as a subgenus. This is so largely a matter of individual judg- 
ment, however, and affects so little the usefulness of the book under consid- 
eration, that it needs no further mention. 

So much has been published recently upon our northeastern flora in a 
scattered way, that probably the greatest value of the book to the professional 
taxonomist is to have all this new material organized in systematic fashion, 

2 Britton, Nathaniel Lord, and Brown, Hon. Addison. An illustrated 
flora of the northern United States, Canada, and the British possessions, etc. Volume 
II. Pp.' 643. Portulacacese to Menyanthacese. New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1897. £3.00. 
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so that he can get it all together and not incur the danger of missing it in his 
researches. 

A word must be said in reference to the illustrations, chiefly because they 
have received some unfavorable comment. The Gazette has not been 
trained to believe in poor illustrations, but it also recognizes the limitations in 
these matters. Very numerous small cuts, printed with the text, are not to 
be criticised from the standpoint of lithographic plates. In our judgment, the 
cuts in this book serve their purpose admirably. They are convenient in 
position and in most cases are fully suggestive. It is a wonder that such an 
amount of illustration can be possible in a book of such low price. In look- 
ing over certain groups with which we are somewhat familiar, we can appre- 
ciate the suggestiveness of the cuts, as giving definite representations of 
statements in the text that may not give a clear impression. 

Another volume, containing the rest of the Sympetalae, will complete the 
work. — J. M. C. 

The Synoptical Flora. 3 

The prompt appearance of another fascicle of the polypetalous orders of 
this great work is a gratification to students of American botany. In 1878 
and 1884 the two parts including all the gamopetalous orders were issued. 
These parts were reissued in 1886 by the Smithsonian Institution, making a 
volume of nearly 1000 pages. After the death of Dr. Gray the work was 
carried on by Dr. Sereno Watson, and then by his successor, Dr. B. L. 
Robinson. Under Dr. Robinson's editorship the first fascicle of Polypetalse 
(Ranunculaceaa to Frankeniacea?) was issued in 1895, containing much that 
was left in manuscript by Drs. Gray and Watson. The present fascicle also 
contains work left in manuscript by Dr. Gray (portions of Portulacaceae, 
Elatinaceae, Ternstrcemiaceae, Cheiranthodendreae, most of Malvaceae, Ster- 
culiaceae, Tiliaceas, Malpighiaceae, Zygophyllacea?, most of Rutaceae, Simaru- 
baceas, Burseraceas, Anacardiaceas, Meliaceae, Cyrillaceae, and Olacineae). 
Linaceas, Geraniacea;, Aquifoliacse, Celastraceae, and Rhamnaceas are pre- 
sented by Dr. Trelease ; Vitaceae by Professor Bailey ; and Hypericaceae 
by Dr. Coulter. In addition to the great burden of editing, Caryophyllaceas, 
Ficoideae, Tamariscineae, Sapindaceae and Polygalaceas fell to Dr. Robinson, 
besides certain genera in some of the families presented by Dr. Gray. 

The general spirit of this work is sufficiently well known to need no fur- 

3 Gray, Asa. — Synoptical Flora of North America. Vol. I. Part I. Fascicle 
2. Caryophyllacete to Polygalaceas. Continued and edited by Benjamin Lincoln 
Robinson, with the collaboration of William Trelease, John Merle Coulter, and 
Liberty Hyde Bailey. Pp. 207-506. New York, Cincinnati, and Chicago : American 
Book Company. Cambridge, Mass.: Cambridge Botanical Supply Company. Lon 
don: William Wesley & Son. Leipsic : Oswald Weigel. $2.60. 



